Course title: Practicum in Special Needs Education	           Nature of the course: Practical    
Course No.: Ed 544						           Credit hours: 3
Level: M.Ed.    	Duration: 8 weeks	
Semester: Fourth

1. Course Description
This course is designed to equip students for becoming good teachers and practitioners of Special Needs/Inclusive Education by enabling them to develop teaching competencies while teaching children with special needs in real classrooms and at the same time helping them to develop skills related to management of special schools and integrated schools. The course has three major parts. First part deals with involvement of the students in micro-teaching and teaching school subjects in special schools and integrated schools.  Second part is related to exposure visit of students to organizations serving children with special needs and lessons learnt from it. In the third part, students' engagement in the study of institutional practices in special school and integrated schools will be focused. In this course, active participation of students will be ensured through experiential and work-oriented learning exercises.

2. General Objectives
     The course is designed to accomplish the following general objectives:
· To provide the students with an opportunity to have hands-on experience of real teaching at special school or integrated school after gaining prerequisite knowledge and skills by observing teaching of teachers in special school or integrated school and teaching micro-teaching lessons
· To expose the students to the activities of organizations serving children with special needs
· To prepare students with abilities to analyze. share and learn different dimensions of teaching practice at special school or integrated school
· To provide opportunities to students to work as interns for gaining practical experiences on management of teachers, students and instructional facilities in special schools and integrated schools
· To enable the students to prepare in-depth case study in one of the critical areas of special school/integrated school

3. Specific Objectives and Activities
Part I:   Teaching Practice
	Specific Objectives
	Teaching Practice Activities (5 weeks)

	· Prepare observation guidelines for collecting information from teaching of teachers of special schools and integrated schools
· Collect pertinent information during observation of teaching 
· Prepare a brief report of collected information to find out good practices and sharing it among the peers
· Prepare good lesson plans for micro-teaching with teaching aids
· Conduct micro-teaching practice in their campuses following micro-teaching cycle
· Prepare good lesson plans for teaching using appropriate instructional techniques with teaching aids
1. Observe and record the teaching of their peers
1. Analyse the teaching of peers and find the difference between their observation and that of campus supervisor
1. Find good practices of teaching demonstrated by their peers and provide feedback to them
1. Construct and administer a test which is applicable to students with special needs
1. Analyze the test results and provide feedback to students 
1. Prepare report of teaching practice
	1.  Experience as a Learner                                    
1.1 Preparation of observation guidelines for observing the teaching of teachers who are teaching the children with visual impairment, hearing impairment, intellectual disability and physical disabilities in a special school or an integrated schools or a school with resource class
1.2 Observation of teaching of effective teachers of special school/integrated school/campus/ school with resource class at least one from each area of special needs mentioned in 1.1
1.3 Analysis of information collected from observation of teaching
1.4 Identification of good practices and lesson learnt
1.5 Experience sharing of brief observation report of teaching at their own campus  
2. Experience as a Teacher in Micro-teaching Practice Using Lessons Learnt during Observation
2.1 Planning micro-lessons for developing specific skills focusing on simulation and role play
2.2 Teaching micro-lessons following micro-teaching cycle 
3. Experience as a full-teacher at special school/ integrated school/campus/school with resource class
3.1 Preparation of full lessons at least four lessons from each area of disability mentioned in 1.1 in consultation with campus supervisor 
3.2 Preparation of instructional aids
3.3 Teaching at assigned schools along with observation of campus supervisor and feedback in selected lessons and with observation of their peers in most of the lessons
3.4 Feedback of the campus supervisor and  peers
3.5 Re-planning and re-teaching
3.6 Test construction, administration and analysis of test results
3.6.1 Construction and administration of a test including  subjective and objective items applicable to children with special needs
3.6.2 Analysis and interpretation of test results
3.7 Preparation of teaching practice report 


 

Part II: Observation of Organizations Serving Children with Special Needs (1 week)
	Specific Objectives
	Activities

	· Prepare guidelines for observing organization serving children with special needs
· Prepare observation report based on observation data
· Share observation report along with lesson learnt from observation of organization serving children with special needs
	1. Preparation of observation guidelines
2. Observation of one of the following organization Autism Care Centre or Celebral Palsy Centre or Down Syndrome Society or any other organization with school for children with special needs
3. Preparation of observation report along with lesson learnt 
4. Sharing of observation report among the peers, internal supervisor and campus teachers



Part III: Institutional Practices at Cooperating Schools
	Specific Objectives
	 Management of Special Schools and Integrated Schools (2 weeks)                                                                                       

	· Examine teacher management and development activities being practiced in special schools and integrated schools
· Point out problems and issues in teacher management and development in special schools and integrated schools
· Assess the ways of managing instructional facilities at special schools and integrated schools
· Explain the ways of managing residential facilities, scholarships and health and nutrition of students in special schools and integrated schools
· Prepare an in-depth case study report
· Prepare internship report
	1. Teacher management and development in special schools and integrated schools
1.1 Teacher selection practices
1.2 Teacher development practices
1.3 Problems and issues in teacher management and development
2. Ways of managing instructional facilities at special schools and integrated schools
2.1 Classroom management in special schools and integrated schools
2.2 Equipment and resources in special schools and integrated schools
3. Managing students in special schools and integrated schools
3.1 Residential facilities
3.2 Scholarships to the students
3.3 Health and nutrition
4. Preparation of in-depth case study report in any one critical area of special school/integrated school/school with resource class
4.1 Source of information: 
4.1.1 Interview with individual student
4.1.2 Shadowing/following the student
4.1.3 Resource teacher
4.1.4 A micro-level community survey
5. Preparation of internship report


 Note: The figures within parenthesis indicate approximate teaching hours allocated to respective units.



4. Guidelines for Conducting Major Activities
4.1 Orientation of Practicum 
· Conduct a workshop for those campus tutors/supervisors who will be involved in practicum and it will be facilitated by experts from Faculty of Education and/or chairperson of practice teaching instruction committee of respective campus
· Conduct orientation of practicum for students by campus supervisors addressing three parts of the course
4.2 Requirements to be fulfilled by the student-teachers (Daily attendance is compulsory during practicum period)
· On-campus activities 
· Participation in orientation programme
· Preparation of guidelines for observing the teaching 
· Campus level experience sharing:  Students will share their experiences which they can utilize for improving their teaching competencies (For this, students will prepare a brief report from the observation of teaching of school/campus teachers focusing on the lesson learnt    which will be useful for improving their teaching)
· Micro-teaching practices with the support of campus supervisor: Let the students include those skills or competencies identified in the teaching of teachers of special schools and integrated schools in their micro-teaching lessons. 
	Teach at least 10 lessons to develop teaching skills using the micro-teaching cycle
· Preparation of guidelines for observing the organization serving children with special needs
· Campus level sharing of observation report	
· Activities to be carried at an organization serving for children with special needs
· Observation of organization using the guidelines
· Collection of data/information through guidelines and informal discussion with concerned officials
· Activities to be carried at special school/integrated school/school resource class
· Observation of teaching of school or campus teachers
· Study of management of special schools and integrated schools
· Preparation of at least 20 lesson plans using variety of instructional techniques
· Preparation of teaching aids 
· Teaching of at least 20 lessons (Prepare lessons using different instructional  techniques with the support of campus supervisor
	Improve the lessons through continual repetitions with the suggestions of 	campus supervisor and concerned subject teacher	 
· Observation of at least five lessons of peers’ teaching and prepare its report after analyzing the results and provide knowledge of results to both students  
· Preparation of a report of in-depth case study
· Report preparation along with the record of all the activities conducted during practicum period
4.3 Student-teachers should be regarded as unpaid full-time teachers of the school/campus and are required to be free from all other commitments during the school/campus day (usually 10:00 – 4:00), and are expected to make themselves available for extra-curricular responsibility when requested to do so.
4.4 Prepare a comprehensive practicum report including teaching practice, observation of organization serving children with special needs, institutional practices in special school/integrated school and submit it to concerned department for evaluation 

5 Evaluation of Practicum

Distribution of Points (Total Points: 100)
	Main Parts
	Headings
	Internal Supervisor (50%)
	Concerned Teacher of Cooperating 
School or Campus (10%)
	External Examination 
(40%)

	Teaching Practice
	Experience as a learner
· Observation report
· Sharing of experiences
	5
	-
	5 (Based on report)

	
	Experience as a teacher in Micro-teaching practice
· Lesson plan
· Micro-teaching practice
	10
	-
	-

	
	Experience as a full-teacher at special schools and integrated school/campus
· Lesson plan
· Teaching aids
· Classroom performance
· Report on feedback to peers
· Test construction, administration and analysis of test results
	15
	10
	15

	Observation of organization serving children with special needs
	
· Observation report
· Presentation of report
	5
	-
	5

	Internship
	Internship report
	10
	-
	10

	
	In-depth case study report
	5
	-
	5

	
	Total
	50
	10
	40


 Note: Students' performance in all headings mentioned in above table should be evaluated addressing practical activities as well as their respective report. Detailed evaluation forms will be developed for evaluating the performance of the students in three different parts.
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