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Course Title:	 Thesis Writing			Nature of the course: Practical                                                      Course No:	 Ed. 544				Credit hours:  6 (1 for Academic Writing, 2 for 							Proposal Writing and 3 for Thesis Writing)	
Level:		M.Ed. 					Duration: Throughout the semester
Semester:	Fourth					Teaching hours: 192	


1. Course Description
This course is designed to provide the students with hands-on experience in preparing a thesis. The overall aim of this course is to enable students to acquire in-depth knowledge and skills for developing research proposal, conducting research and writing a thesis in a standard format. The course is divided into three parts: Academic writing (AW), proposal writing (PW) and thesis writing (TW).  Academic writing introduces students to the basic concepts of writing for preparing proposal and thesis, which will be delivered by the course teacher; proposal writing presents the basic components of a research proposal and prepares the students to develop a proposal in the area of interest in their major subject. Thesis writing engages the students in actually writing a thesis in the area of their choice, probably on the theme already selected for the proposal. Necessary knowledge and skills required for PW and TW will also be delivered by the course teacher. Each student is required to prepare a detailed proposal and thesis under the guidance of the thesis supervisor and present both in the departmental research committee for evaluation and approval. 

2.   General Objectives 
The general objectives of this course are as follows:
· To make the students conversant with basic concepts, processes and techniques of academic writing, proposal writing and thesis writing.
· To prepare the students to write and present a research proposal on a researchable problem.
· To enable the students to write a thesis in a standard format and present it in the departmental research committee.
· To develop students’ ability to apply different approaches and methods of research in the course of writing a thesis.

1. Specific Objectives and Contents

Part I: Academic Writing
	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	1. Clarify the concept of academic writing
1. State the  parameters of academic writing
1. Prepare different dimensions of academic writing following the processes and techniques of academic writing
1. Identify the problems of academic writing and ways of solving them
	Unit I: Academic Writing                                              (10)                 
Concept of academic writing
Parameters of academic writing
Process of academic writing
Techniques of academic writing
Problems of academic writing and ways of addressing them



	1. Prepare thesis title as per APA guidelines
1. Explain the ways of writing clearly and concisely
1. Use the mechanics of style
1. Explain the ways of preparing tables and showing relation between tables and text
1. Explain plagiarism and self-plagiarism and ways of including citation in the text.
1. Quote and paraphrasing given texts
1. Prepare references as per APA guidelines
	Unit II:  Style Guidelines                                              (22)
Title
Writing clearly and concisely
Levels of heading
Writing styles
Continuity in presentation
Smoothness of expression
Economy of expression
Precision and clarity
Strategies to improve writing style
The mechanics of style
Punctuation
Acronyms and common abbreviations
Displaying results
Preparation of tables
Relation of tables and text
Figure checklist
Crediting sources
Citation
Citing in text with references
Plagiarism and self-plagiarism
Quoting and paraphrasing
Referencing



Part II: Proposal Writing
	1. Explain the  concept of a research proposal
1. Discuss the components of a research proposal
1. Identify a  researchable problem and its title with research objectives/questions
1. Explain the techniques of reviewing related literature
1. Illustrate the ways of developing methods and procedure of the study

	Unit III: Process of Developing a Research Proposal   (10)
Recapitulating of research proposal
Identifying a researchable problem and titles
Reviewing related literature for writing context, statement of problem
Stating research objectives and research questions
Methods and procedures
Selecting of appropriate research design 
Defining population and determining sample size
Selecting appropriate data collection tools
Identifying data collection procedures
Selecting data analysis procedure 
Developing analytical framework

	1. Develop the skills of writing a research proposal with necessary components
1. Develop the research proposal
1.  Present the proposal in a systematic way in DRC
1. Apply the APA style of writing the proposal in an organized way.
	
Unit IV:  Proposal Writing (Based on Following Format)                                              
                                                                                    (40)
Preliminary Part
Cover page with title, details of the researcher, the level for which it is written and the department/campus.
Table of Contents
Acronyms/Abbreviations
List of Tables (If necessary)
List of Figures (If necessary)
List of Charts and Graphs (If necessary)

CHAPTER I: Introduction
Background of the Study
Statement of the Problem
Rationale of the Study
Objectives of the Study
Research Question/s (if necessary)
Significance of the Study
Delimitations of the Study
Definition of the Key Terms
CHAPTER II: Review of Related Literature and Theoretical Framework
Review of Related Literature
Conceptual 
Theoretical
Empirical
Conceptual Framework
Implications of the Review for the Research
CHAPTER III: Methods And Procedures
 Research Design (Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Design) 
Population and Sample 
Research Tools
Sources of Data
Data Collection Procedures
Data Analysis Procedures
Ethical Considerations
References (APA format)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Appendices (List of respondents, tools, tables, work      schedule.)



Part III: Thesis Writing
	1. State the process  of a thesis writing 
1. Use language in a neutrally responsive  way to avoid discrimination 
1. Review and relate the review of the literature to the theme of the  research
1. Explain the ways of preparing data collection tools, techniques of collecting and analyzing the data
1. Develop outlines for sequential presentation of data using analytical framework
1. Discuss the techniques of interpretation of data
1. Relate objectives with themes of discussion and recommendation of the study 
1. Draw conclusions and recommendations
	Unit V: Process of Thesis Writing                                (10)
Language of the thesis: Tense, gender responsiveness, poverty sensitivity and non-discriminatory
Techniques of reviewing the literature and relating it to the thesis
Preparing data collection tools
Data collection techniques
Techniques of analyzing data: Preparing tables, figures, quoting verbatim
Developing outlines for sequential presentation and inserting data/information under related themes using analytical framework
Techniques of interpretation
Relating among objectives, themes of discussion and recommendations while writing thesis
Drawing conclusions and recommendations  

	1. Prepare appropriate data collection tools
1. Conduct field/research work to collect relevant for the study
	Unit VI: Preparation of Tools and Field Work         (30)
Preparation and  finalization data collection tools
Conducting field/research work 

	1. Write the thesis  by following the given format
1. Follow the APA style  of research report writing while writing the thesis
1. Present the thesis in an organized way to face the viva voce in a confident way.
 
	 Unit VII: Preparation of Thesis (Based on the Following Outlines)                                                        (70)
Preliminary Part                             
Cover page with thesis title, details of the researcher, the level for which it is written and department/campus.
Recommendation Letter (Letter head of the department/campus)
Approval Letter (Letter head of the department/campus)
Acknowledgement (Few words of gratitude to the contributors of the thesis )
Abstract (An abstract of the thesis with not more than one and half pages or in 350 to 400 words includes the topic, major objective, method and procedure, main findings and key recommendations of the study).
Table of Contents
Acronyms/Abbreviations
List of Tables (If necessary)
List of Figures (If necessary)
List of Charts and Graphs (If necessary)

CHAPTER I: Introduction
Background of the study
Statement of the problem
Rationale of the study
Objectives of the study
Research question/s (if necessary)
Significance of the Study
Delimitations of the study
Definition of the key terms
CHAPTER II: Review of Related Literature and Theoretical Framework
Review of Related Literature
Conceptual
Theoretical
Empirical
Conceptual Framework
Implications of the Review for the Research
CHAPTER III: Methods And Procedures
Research Design 
Population and Sample
Research Tools
Sources of Data 
Data Collection Procedures
Data Analysis Procedures
Ethical Considerations
CHAPTER IV: Results and Discussion 
 (Presentation and discussion of results should be based on the themes derived from the analytical framework.)
CHAPTER V: Conclusions and Recommendations
Conclusions
Recommendations
References
Appendices


 Note: The figures within the parentheses indicate approximate teaching hours allocated to each unit. 

4.   Instructional Techniques
 
4.1  General Instructional Techniques 
Lecture with power point presentation will be mostly used instructional technique while delivering knowledge and skills of academic writing, proposal writing and thesis writing. The teacher will generate discussion in the class to share their experiences in identifying research problems, developing proposal, preparing tools, conducting field work, and writing thesis.

4.2  Specific Instructional Techniques

	Units
	Proposed Specific Instructional Techniques
	Responsible person

	I and II
	The teacher will present the examples of different dimensions of academic writing in the class. Following those examples, the students will practice to develop proficiency in academic writing.
	Course teacher

	III
	· The class will be divided into different groups. Those groups will be asked to study theses in libraries to identify good thesis titles, objectives, research questions, statement of problem, rationale of study, review of related literature, and methods and procedures. Those groups will present their work in the class to identify the best possible ways of presenting components of thesis proposal.
Under the guidance of course teacher, the students in individually prepare a brief proposal. The students will present the proposals followed by discussion and teacher's feedback.
· The students in group will be asked to study theses focusing on the data collection instruments such as questionnaires, interview protocol, guidelines of focus group discussion, observation guidelines, tests, and attitude scales. The groups will present their work in the class followed by discussion and teacher's feedback.
	Course teacher

	IV
	Each student will be asked to prepare a detailed proposal under the guidance of thesis supervisor and present in the DRC. The student will revise and finalize the proposal by incorporating the comments and suggestions of DRC.
	 (Upon the completion of unit III, thesis supervisor will be assigned to individual students.)
Thesis supervisor

	V
	· The students in group will be asked to study theses how the data will be presented, described and interpreted and how findings and conclusion are drawn and recommendations are presented. The groups will present the best examples followed by discussion and teacher's feedback.
· The course teacher will demonstrate the ways of interpreting the data with examples. After the presentation, the teacher will provide a set of quantitative/qualitative data to groups of students and asked to their make interpretation. The presentation of the students will be followed by discussion along with the feedback of the course teacher.
	Course teacher

	VI
	Each student will be asked to prepare appropriate tools and share among the peers in the presence of thesis supervisor. The students will finalize the tools by incorporating the suggestions of thesis supervisor and will conduct field work. 
	Thesis supervisor

	VII
	Each student will be asked to prepare the thesis.
	Thesis supervisor



5.   Requirements to be fulfilled by the students
	In order to maintain the originality of thesis work, the students should fulfill the following requirements. 
· Each student will prepare his/her thesis proposal in consultation with thesis supervisor and present it in the departmental research committee (DRC) meeting. He/she will revise the proposal by incorporating the comments and suggestions given by DRC members.
· The student should prepare the data collection tools and improve them by incorporating the suggestion of the thesis supervisor and take his permission before starting field work.
· The student should present the collected raw data through different tools to the thesis supervisor and take suggestions to tabulate and process the data.
· The student should consult with the thesis supervisor for analyzing and interpreting the data showing the processed data.
· The student should present first draft of thesis to the thesis supervisor and revise it by incorporating the suggestions of the thesis supervisor.
· With the recommendation of thesis supervisor, the student will present the thesis with loose binding to the DRC. After completing the viva voce examination, the student should revise the thesis by incorporating the suggestions of external examiner.
· Finally, the student will submit the thesis with hard binding to the DRC along with electronic copy.

6.  Evaluation 
	6.1 Internal Evaluation  40%                                                                   			 
	Internal evaluation will be conducted by the course teacher and thesis supervisor as following:
First assessment: Academic writing (Course teacher)				10 points 
Second assessment: Preparation of a brief proposal (Course teacher) 		10 points
Third assessment: Preparation of a detailed proposal (Thesis supervisor)       10 points
Fourth assessment: Preparation of tools and field work (Thesis supervisor)	10 points
	Total 									40 points
 
	6.2 External Evaluation (Final Examination) 60% 					
Examination Division, office of the Dean, Faculty of Education will conduct external examination at the end of the semester. External examination will be carried out by thesis supervisor and external examiner using detailed evaluation criteria prepared by Dean's Office.
Thesis writing (Preparation and presentation)
		Viva voce				20 points 
		Quality of thesis			40 points 
	    	Total 					60 points


7.   Recommended Books and Refererence

Recommended Books
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of American Psychological	Association. (6th ed.). Washington, DC: APA. 
Cohen, L., Manion, L., & Morrioson, K., (2010). Research methods in education.  Noida, India: Sirohi	Brothers.
Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research: Planning, conducting, and evaluating quantitative and	qualitative research. (4th ed.). New Delhi: PHI Learning Pvt. Ltd.
Hartley, J. (2008). Academic writing and publishing. London: Routledge.
Murray, R. & Moore, S. (2006). The handbook of academic writing, a fresh approach. Berkshire: McGraw Hill Open University Press. 
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